
W ear Colleagues: 

After what seems a very brief moment, my time as President of 
this Society will come to an end at the annual AUA meeting in 
San Francisco.  This has been an “interesting time” to fill this 
role. Reflecting the larger economic problems of the country the 
last couple of years have been testing for the SBUR, as for many 
similar groups. Our financial position is not as strong as we 
would like, this has been a perennial problem, which is exacer-
bated by changes in the overall circumstances of our commu-
nity. For the last several months, our treasurer, assisted by 
members of the Executive Committee has been working dili-
gently to keep on top of the finances of the SBUR. We are trying 
to work through these problems and move forward in a positive 
manner. We hope that the worst of the uncertainty is now behind 
us and that we will take the decisions that are needed to move 
the group onto a more stable long-term footing. We have re-
cently moved the management of our investments to provide 
more consistent returns. This due diligence should make the 
SBUR financially stronger, as the markets improve. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of the members of the cur-
rent Executive Committee as well as the past Presidents who 
have provided help and advice during this endeavor. In particu-
lar I would single out our much valued Treasurer, Dr. Marianne 
Sadar, for her efforts to keep the finances straight, and also for 
the willingness of Dr. Gail Prins, member-at-large, to bring her 
experience in this area to the service of the Society. Our incom-
ing President, Dr. David Jarrard, has persevered through this 
period and is well placed to move forwards building towards a 
stronger society. I offer him all my support in the coming year. 
 
Our current financially stringent situation has led us to assess 
our needs and expectations as a group. First, in order to cover 
our relatively modest operating expenses, there is a clear need to 
raise the annual dues for society membership.  We are currently 
one of the least expensive of the comparable societies and 
groups around We wish to continue to provide a value forum to 
our membership. However, unlike some other bodies, we cannot 
continue to operate with structural deficits and financial over-
runs.  Another  aspect  of our  organization,  which  has been 
brought into focus, is the practice of not holding our own annual 
meeting one year in four when the joint meeting with the ESUR 
is held in Europe. The EC discussed and passed a resolution to 
move to a schedule where we will hold a meeting in the United 
States every year. We will continue to support the European 
meeting but this new format has the advantage of giving us 
continuity and the visibility in North America needed to attract 
and retain members. It also enables us to raise some funds, 
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which would otherwise be lost in the 
year of the European meeting. As a 
result of this new policy I am de-
lighted to announce that Dr. Ralph 
Buttyan, past-President of the Soci-
ety spontaneously volunteered to lead 
the program committee for the 2011 
Fall meeting.  
 
To move towards a more positive side 
of things, the 2009 annual meeting 
was held in New Orleans, LA. This 
was a joint meeting with the ESUR, 
our European sister society and was 
the 8th joint meeting and Urologic 
Congress.  Overall  attendance  was 
excellent by historical measures. The 
European members who made the trip 
made wonderful intellectual contribu-
tions to the meeting. The global nature 
of the present economic slowdown 
did, unfortunately, result in a decrease 
in  the  number  of  attendees  from 
across the Atlantic.  We have seen 
similar fluctuations before reflecting 
global circumstances and hope that the numbers able to travel will 
rebound as the situation improves. I thank Dr. Vinata Lokeshwar 
and her entire organizing committee for their dedication in bring-
ing this successful meeting together in a city that is always fun to 
visit.  
 
We have two upcoming meetings that I would like to call to your 
attention. The annual spring meeting coinciding with the AUA 
meeting in San Francisco will be on May 29th. This follows our 
normal format of a morning joint session with the Society of 
Urologic Oncology followed by the annual business lunch and 
afternoon breakout sessions. (Continued on Page 2) 
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The organizer of the meeting Dr. Jarrard has included a full description of the program elsewhere in this newsletter. This 
promises to be a stimulating occasion. 

The annual fall meeting will take place this year in Atlanta Georgia from the 11th-14th of November. Dr. David Lubaroff 
and the members of his organizing committee are putting together an exciting slate on the theme of The Inflammation/
Immunity Axis in Urologic Disease a more expanded description of the plans are elsewhere in this newsletter. I encourage 
the whole membership to join us at this important get together. I hope to see all of you there. 

As always we have our elections for the open positions on the Executive Committee. On this occasion we have votes for 
Vice-President, Secretary and two Member-at-Large positions. The slate of electoral candidates and their personal state-
ments are included in this newsletter. I encourage all members in good standing to become involved and cast a vote in these 
elections and in the periodic by-law amendments which are put forwards. 

Finally, I would like to thank the current Executive Committee for their help and support over the last year and to again 
voice my continued support for Dr. Jarrard as he moves into the position of President of the Society.  

           Simon Hayward 

Editor’s Note 
Dr. Vinata Lokeshwar 

M y term as the Secretary of the SBUR will come to an end in May, at the SBUR Spring 
Meeting and hence, I will be signing off as the Editor of the SBUR Newsletter.  It has been a 
wonderful experience to serve as the Secretary of the SBUR, and I will cherish this experience 
for many years to come. During my tenure as the Secretary, I also had the honor to chair the 8th 
world Basic Urological Research Congress. I take this opportunity to again thank the members 
of my Program Committee (Drs. Shuk-mei-Ho, David Jarrard, Zoran Culig, Anders Bjar-
tell and Guido Jenster) and more importantly, the meeting attendees who made this meeting 
successful even in these days of financial crisis that gripped the world in 2009.  
 

As the current SBUR President wrote in his address, this last couple of years have been financially challenging for the 
SBUR. While the due diligence of the treasurer and everyone on the Executive Committee is helping the SBUR to have a 
smooth sailing, no organization can survive, and prosper without the support of its member. Therefore, I urge you to pay 
your membership dues on time. This is the main source of revenues for the SBUR. It will also be extremely helpful, if some 
of you, who can afford become Life members of the SBUR. When I hand over my duties as the SBUR-Secretary, I will 
make it my mission to get new members to join the SBUR and nudge those who haven’t paid their yearly dues. I hope you 
all will join me in this endeavor. Meeting attendance at the Fall and Spring SBUR Meetings is another crucial source of 
revenue for the society and I hope you will come to Atlanta for the Fall 2010 SBUR Meeting.  
 
In closing, I want to thank the members of Newsletter Editorial team. Dr. Karl 
Chai has been donating his time in doing the arts and design for the Newsletter. 
Ms. O’Sullivan and Mr. Zastrow (pictured) have been involved in editing and 
proof reading the material.  
 
I hope you will keep reading the Newsletter when the new secretary of the SBUR 
becomes the editor of the Newsletter. Thank you all very much.    
  

       Vinata Lokeshwar 



preeminent Society which represents basic 
research and clinical scientists committed 
to urologic research.  I believe that this 
overall goal could be achieved by increas-
ing its North American and worldwide 
membership to include all researchers in 
Urology, by fostering increased interac-
tions and collaborations of its members 
through  an  interactive website,  and by 
maintaining a strong voice for support of 
urologic  research  at  the  federal  level.  
Other important goals are to maintain and 
continue improving the current financial 
health of the SBUR through fundraising 
efforts, since this will permit the Society to 
expand its support of the membership, 
especially of its trainees and new investi-
gators.  In carrying out these objectives, I 
believe that the SBUR will continue to 
flourish and become the leading profes-
sional organization for Urologic Research. 

 

Zhou Wang, Ph.D.:  Dr. Wang has 
been a lifetime member of SBUR since 
1996 and served as SBUR treasurer from 
2003 to 2007.  He received his B.S. in 
biology from the University of Science 
and Technology of China and his Ph.D. 
from the University of Pittsburgh.  After 
post-doctoral  training  at  the  Carnegie 
Institution  of  Washington,  Dr.  Wang 
joined  the  Department  of  Urology  at 
Northwestern University as an Assistant 
Professor in 1995 and was honored with 
the O’Connor Family Research Professor-
ship in 2003.  In 2006, he was appointed as 
the Director of Urological Research for the 
Department of Urology at the University 

Executive Committee  
Ballot 2010 

 
It is that time of the year again.  It is time 
to exercise your fundamental right to vote 
and elect a new vice President, treasurer, 
and  member-at-large.  The  nominating 
committee has suggested the names of 
phenomenal  candidates.  The  Spring 
Newsletter  is proud to introduce these 
candidates to our SBUR members.  Each 
candidate has given their time to put to-
gether a synopsis of who they are and what 
is their vision for the SBUR.  Please take a 
moment to read these synopses and exer-
cise your right to VOTE!  Elected Execu-
tive  Committee  members  will  be  an-
nounced  at  the  Spring 
SBUR Meeting Member’s 
Luncheon, which will be 
held  on  Saturday,  May 
29, 2010. 

 

Susan Kasper, Ph.D., is an Associate 
Professor in the Department of Environ-
mental Health at the University of Cincin-
nati has been a member of SBUR since 
1997.  She received her Ph.D. in the De-
partment of Physiology at the University 

of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can-
ada and completed a postdoctoral fellow-
ship at the Dana Farber Cancer Institute, 
Harvard Medical School and the Depart-
ment of Molecular Medicine, New Eng-
land Medical Center  Hospitals, Boston, 
MA.  Dr. Kasper served as an Assistant 
Professor in the Department of Urologic 
Surgery at Vanderbilt University Medical 
center where she established a basic re-
search program in prostate biology.  She 
has recently moved to the University of 
Cincinnati to join the Department of En-
vironmental Health. 

Research  Interests:  Dr.  Kasper’s  re-
search interests concern the mechanisms 
that promote prostate cancer development 
and progression.  Areas of emphasis in-
clude androgen receptor signaling, cancer 
stem  cells,  stem cell/microenvironment 
interactions and processes that promote 
castrate-resistant disease.  She is also ac-
tively involved in programs of research 
which  involve cancer  and/or  stem cell 
research including the Cincinnati Cancer 
Consortium and the Endoderm and Skin 
Cancer Focus groups at the University of 
Cincinnati. 

Vision Statement: Dr. Kasper has ac-
tively participated in  the SBUR since 
joining the Society, serving as a Member-
at-Large on the Executive Board (2001-
03), Chair of the Membership Committee 
(2004-07) and Chair of the ByLaws Com-
mittee (2007-present).  At present, she is a 
member of the organizing committee for 
the Fall 2010 Meeting.  The European 
counterpart,  the  European  Society  for 
Urologic Research (ESUR), attends SBUR 
meetings regularly, and she is a member 
on the ESUR Organizing Committee for 
the World Congress on Urological Re-
search that will  be held in Innsbruck, 
Austria in 2011.  Other experiences on 
organizing committees include the Advi-
sory Boards for the 2009 and 2011 Gordon 
Research Conferences on Hormone Ac-
tion  in  Development  and  Cancer.   I 
strongly believe that the SBUR has played 
an important part in my research program 
and that the SBUR programs have been 
invaluable to the trainees in my laboratory.  
As a candidate for Vice President, I would 
continue to actively work for the Society 
and its members.  My vision for the SBUR 
is to see its status expanded to become the 

Position: Vice President 
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epithelial-stromal  interactions  and  hor-
mone status.  I did her post-doctoral train-
ing at the Baylor  College of Medicine 
where I focused on transgenic models of 
prostatic disease and examined deregula-
tion of the FGF axis in prostate cancer.  I 
joined the Department of Urology at the 
University of Pittsburgh as Associate Pro-
fessor.  In 2002, I joined the Department of 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics at Ros-
well Park Cancer Institute (RPCI).  I am a 
member of the Steering Committee for the 
RPCI Prostate Program and co-leader of 
the  Urogenitary Disease  Site  Research 
Group.  I am the scientific director of the 
Experimental Rodent Services.  I am the 
Scientific Director of RPCI Mouse Tumor 
Model Resource (MTMR) that was estab-
lished to facilitate translational research 
and the use of animal models for preclini-
cal  studies.   The MTMR maintains a 
breeding colony of TRAMP mice and has 
established  a  tumor  bank  representing 
prostate cancer progression in TRAMP.  I 
have extensive experience in using the 
TRAMP  model  to  evaluate  molecular 
changes during prostate cancer progres-
sion  and  evaluating  novel  therapeutic 
approaches for the prevention and treat-
ment of prostate cancer.  I also established 
and direct the Rapid Tissue Acquisition 
Program at RPCI whose purpose is to 
provide normal and disease tissues from 
deceased donors that are not readily avail-
able through standard medical procedures.   

Research Interests:  

The a major focus of the laboratory is 
understanding the molecular mechanism 
of vitamin D chemoprevention effects in 
prostate cancer and mechanism of escape 
utilized by prostate cancer to escape vita-
min D’s anticancer effects.  To this end we 
have treated TRAMP animals with 1,25
(OH)2D3 and demonstrated a decrease in 
prostate weight, tumor grade, proliferation 
and increase in differentiation as measured 
by E-cadherin expression.  In contrast, in 
castration-recurrent disease 1,25(OH)2D3 
had  no  demonstrable  chemopreventive 
effect when administered prior or at the 
time of castration.  Current studies utilize 
long term vitamin D treated tumors to 
elucidate  molecular  changes  associated 
with loss of responsiveness to 1,25(OH)
2D3.  In addition to testing the chemopre-
ventive affects of vitamin D, the lab is 

of Pittsburgh School Medicine and Co-
Director of Prostate Cancer Program at 
University of Pittsburgh Cancer Institute.  
He was a recipient of Junior Faculty Re-
search Award from the American Cancer 
Society, Edwin Beer Award from the New 
York Academy of Medicine, SBUR/Merck 
Young Investigator Award, Jian-Ping Wu 
Award from Chinese Urology Society, and 
a MERIT Award from the NIH/NIDDK.  
Dr. Wang currently holds the UPMC Chair 
in Urological Research. 

Research Interests:  

Dr. Wang is interested in androgen action, 
prostate cancer, and benign prostatic hy-
perplasia (BPH).   His current research 
focuses  on  the functions of  androgen-
responsive genes, differential gene regu-
lation by testosterone and dihydrotestos-
terone, and intracellular trafficking of the 
androgen receptor (AR).  His lab showed 
that  some  androgen-responsive  genes, 
including a novel tumor suppressor U19/
Eaf2, are growth suppressive in prostatic 
glandular epithelial cells and that their 
down-regulation plays an important role in 
prostate cancer development and progres-
sion.  Also, his lab identified a novel nu-
clear export signal in AR. 

Vision Statement: 

SBUR has played important roles in the 
advancement of basic urological research 
and career development of many young 
investigators.  As a candidate for  Vice 
President of SBUR, I will work with other 
colleagues to ensure that SBUR will con-
tinue and enhance it missions. 

To facilitate the career  development of 
young basic urological researchers, SBUR 
should  explore  various  approaches  for 
senior SBUR members to effectively help 
young investigators, particularly with their 
grant writing skills.  Many SBUR senior 
investigators have extensive experience 
with grant writing and reviewing.  SBUR 
should facilitate both formal and informal 
interactions  between  young  and  senior 
investigators.  In addition, SBUR should 
continue to provide more opportunities for 
young  SBUR  members  to  present  at 
SBUR meetings, which will enhance the 
visibility and credential of the young in-
vestigators.  The successful career devel-
opment of young SBUR members will 
strengthen the society. 

SBUR should continue to facilitate inter-
actions between urologists and basic re-
searchers to maximize the ability of basic 
researchers to understand the needs of 
patients and translate their findings to the 
clinic.  The interactions between clinicians 
and basic researchers will create new re-
search opportunities, particularly transla-
tions research projects.   SBUR should 
strengthen its interaction with AUA and 
promote translational research at its annual 
meetings. 

To effectively accomplish SBUR mission, 
it will be essential to maintain and enhance 
the financial stability of SBUR.  As a 
candidate for the Vice President of SBUR, 
I will commit to enhancing the long-term 
financial stability.  SBUR will need to 
continue its strong effort on fundraising, 
particularly during its annual meetings.  
This will require team effort involving the 
Executive Committee, the Annual Meet-
ing Organizing Committees,  the Treas-
urer, and the Weiser Group, Inc., which 
manages the business aspects of SBUR.   

 

Barbara Foster, Ph.D.: 
Dr. Barbara Foster has been a member of 
SBUR since 1997 and served as Executive 
Board Member from 2003 to 2005 and 
member of the Meeting Organizing Com-
mittee 2005-2008 and co-chaired the in-
ternational meeting in Dublin, Ireland in 
2007.  I received my PhD from the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco work-
ing with Dr. Gerald Cunha studying pros-
tate development and the importance of 
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Disease (now the American Urological 
Association Foundation). She has since 
received extramural funding for her re-
search  from  the National  Institutes  of 
Health,  American  Cancer  Society,  De-
partment of Defense, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and private foundations. 
In  addition  to  directing  extramurally 
funded  research  in  her  laboratory,  Dr. 
Macoska is the current director  of the 
Urology Research Training Program and 
the past Associate Director of the Univer-
sity  of  Michigan  O’Brien  Center  for 
Urologic Research.  She also directs the 
University of Michigan Affymetrix and 
cDNA Microarray Core  and  is  a  Co-
Investigator on the University of Michigan 
Clinical and Translational Science Award 
(CTSA).   Dr. Macoska is an ad-hoc peer-
reviewer  for  the National  Institutes of 
Health, American Urological Association, 
Department of Defense, American Cancer 
Society, and numerous scientific journals.  
Her current funded research is focused on 
the  elucidation  of  aging-associated 
mechanisms contributing to BPH/LUTS 
development  and  progression,  and  the 
identification  and  validation  of  serum 
biomarkers predictive of prostate cancer or 
BPH/LUTS diagnosis or prognosis.  Dr. 
Macoska has been a member of SBUR 
since 1994 and has previously served as an 
‘at large’ member of the Executive Com-
mittee,  as  a  member  of  the  By-Laws 
Committee, as Chair of the Membership 
Committee, and as member of the Pro-
gram Committee for the 2010 Fall Meet-
ing. 

Research Interests: 

My research is focused in three areas.  The 
first is the elucidation of the mechanisms 
through  which  dysfunctional  paracrine 
interactions between diverse cell types – 
epithelial, fibroblastic, endothelial, leuko-
cytic – develop consequent to the aging 
process,  and  how  these  dysfunctional 
interactions contribute to the development 
of prostatic disease.  The second is the 
elucidation  of  intracellular  mechanisms 
through which growth factors, particularly 
CXC-type chemokines, secreted by aging 
stromal fibroblasts stimulate epithelial cell 
proliferation,  motility,  and  malignant 
transformation  in  the  prostate,  benign 
hyperplastic proliferation in the prostate, 
and the development and progression of 

investigating epigenetic modifications and 
vitamin  D  transcriptional  modulation.  
Collaborative efforts include understand-
ing the epigenetic changes associated with 
prostate cancer progression and identifi-
cation of the prostate stem cell niche.  We 
are involved in studies to identify the mo-
lecular mechanism of epigenetic changes 
associated with prostate cancer progres-
sion and testing novel interventions for the 
prevention and treatment of the disease.  
We use tissue recombination approaches 
to evaluate the stem cell niche in benign 
and malignant prostatic tissues with the 
goal of understanding the molecular de-
terminants of the stem cell niche.  My 
research is supported by funding from 
NIH/NCI, DOD, Alliance Foundation and 
NYSTEM. 

Vision Statement: 

My philosophy is that we are all in this 
together and we will accomplish more 
and greater things by working together 
than on our own.  My vision for SBUR is 
an extension of this philosophy and I see 
communication as key.  As Secretary for 
the SBUR I will work to ensure the con-
tinued success of the society and support 
open communication with the member-
ship.  I have been involved in the SBUR 
since I was a graduate student and know 
that through the SBUR I have made life-
long connections and had opportunities 
that have impacted by research and career 
development.  I want to see the SBUR 
continue to be a moving force in the de-
velopment of the next generation of scien-
tists.  Towards this end, I would like to 
see SBUR continue to support and expand 
opportunities for trainees and young sci-
entists to participate in SBUR activities 
and meetings.  I feel it is very important 
that SBUR meetings continue to offer 
travel awards to provide support for 
young scientists.  Our meetings are im-
portant venues for our membership to 
meet, network, foster interactions be-
tween basic and physician scientists, initi-
ate collaborations and catch up with 
friends.  I would work to continue to ex-
pand our membership through participa-
tion of young scientists and providing 
opportunities for established investigator 
that may be new to the society or the 
field.  I believe that our membership is 
diverse and therefore our meetings must 

reflect this diversity.  This includes op-
portunities for junior scientists to present 
their work, as well as inviting speakers 
from outside.  I support the continued 
close collaborations and joint meetings 
with the European Societies and would 
work to expand SBUR to a more global 
network.  SBUR needs to continue to be a 
voice for increased funding for urologic 
research.  

 

Jill Macoska, Ph.D.: is an Associate 
Professor and the Chief of the Division of 
Laboratory Research in the Department of 
Urology. She is also a member of the 
University of Michigan Comprehensive 
Cancer Center, past Associate Director of 
the  Prostate/Genitourinary Cancer  Pro-
gram, and is a member of the Programs in 
Cellular  and Molecular Biology, Bioin-
formatics,  and  Cancer  Biology in  the 
School of Graduate Studies. Dr. Macoska 
earned a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the 
City University of New York and was 
recruited to the University of Michigan in 
1994 after completing postdoctoral studies 
at Harvard University and the Michigan 
Cancer Foundation. Dr. Macoska is an 
internationally recognized researcher and 
extensively published  in  the  fields  of 
Prostate Molecular Genetics and Cellular 
and Molecular Biology. She is a past re-
cipient of both a Postdoctoral Research 
Scholarship (1991-1993) and New Inves-
tigator Research Award (1995-1996) from 
the  American  Foundation  for  Urologic 
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Rosalyn M. Adam, Ph.D.: 
Dr. Adam  is Assistant Professor of Sur-
gery at Harvard Medical School and the 
Associate Director of Urologic Research 
at Children’s Hospital Boston. She re-
ceived her PhD in Cell Biology and Bio-
chemistry from the University of South-
ampton in the UK in 1996, and conducted 
a postdoctoral fellowship under the men-
torship of Michael Freeman, PhD at Chil-
dren’s Hospital and Harvard Medical 
School from 1996-2001. Following her 
promotion, first to Instructor and then to 
Assistant Professor in 2003, Dr. Adam’s 
independent research career has focused 
on pathophysiology of the lower urinary 
tract and prostate in benign and malignant 
disease, with an emphasis on signal trans-
duction and transcriptional regulation. To 
date, these studies have been funded by 
the Edwin Beer Program in Urology and 
by NIH/NIDDK. Dr. Adam has been a 
member of the SBUR since 2001, and 
was the recipient in 2006 of the SBUR 
Young Investigator Award.  

Research Interests: 

Research  in  Dr.  Adam’s  laboratory is 
focused  on  deciphering  the  molecular 
mechanisms that underlie pathologic re-
modeling in the genitourinary tract. The 
signaling mechanisms underlying growth, 
differentiation  and  maintenance of  the 

differentiated smooth muscle and urothe-
lial phenotypes in the lower urinary tract 
are  almost  completely undefined.  Our 
specific interests lie in applying state-of-
the-art  biochemical,  molecular  and cell 
biological  approaches  to  understanding 
the communication between kinase cas-
cades and transcriptional regulators that 
modulate phenotypic changes in urinary 
tract smooth muscle and epithelia. Using a 
combination of in  vitro analyses using 
primary cultures and an ex vivo rodent 
model of bladder injury, we have impli-
cated the serine-threonine kinase Akt and 
the transcriptional complex AP-1 as me-
diators of growth and gene expression in 
smooth muscle cells exposed to mechani-
cal or growth factor-mediated stimulation. 
In parallel, we have a long-standing inter-
est in urologic oncology, and in particular 
growth  factor-dependent  regulation  of 
bladder  cancer  progression.  By under-
standing the signaling networks and gene 
expression profiles that underlie patho-
logic processes and the extent to which 
their activities are subverted in disease, we 
anticipate  uncovering  novel  targets for 
therapeutic intervention. 

Vision Statement: 

In the decade or so that I have participated 
in SBUR activities, I have always been 
struck by the sense of community evident 
at SBUR events. This camaraderie is cen-
tral to the success of SBUR as a forum for 
nurturing and mentoring researchers at all 
stages of their careers. As a Member-at-
Large, I would promote the Society and its 
activities in my local scientific community 
with a view to increasing membership, 
especially among young investigators and 
clinician-scientists, as well as those from 
outside the field of urology. I would also 
encourage greater participation at meet-
ings from researchers from different sci-
entific disciplines to increase the ‘cross-
fertilization’ that often leads to scientific 
breakthroughs, particularly in translational 
research. In the same vein, I would con-
tinue to advocate for meetings, symposia 
and workshops that integrate both benign 
and malignant urologic disease research, 
and emphasize the full spectrum of basic 
and applied biomedical research.  I have 
benefited  greatly from  the  networking 
opportunities afforded by membership in 
the SBUR and would consider it a privi-

lower urinary tracts symptoms (LUTS).  
The third is the translation of laboratory-
based knowledge to the development of 
clinically efficacious therapeutics to slow 
or arrest the initiation or progression of 
benign and malignant disease in the pros-
tate. 

Vision Statement: 

As an umbrella group for basic scientific 
researchers focused on genitourinary de-
velopment and urologic disease, the 
SBUR is charged with diverse objectives 
and obligations.  I believe that the SBUR 
can best meet these objectives and obliga-
tions by facilitating the scientific research 
and career goals of its members, encour-
aging basic urologic research of the high-
est merit, guiding basic urologic research 
along directions aimed at alleviating 
urologic disease, and working towards 
increased sponsored funding for basic 
urologic research.  In short, the SBUR 
should work actively towards advocating 
and advancing scientific research focused 
on urologic development and disease, and 
towards promoting the ability of its mem-
bership to pursue such research.   As Sec-
retary of the SBUR I would help the or-
ganization achieve these objectives and 
obligations by making every effort to 
attract basic urologic researchers world-
wide to the organization, by advocating 
the presentation of high-quality, relevant, 
leading edge research at the Spring and 
Fall meetings, by facilitating on-line and 
meeting-based forums for member inter-
actions, collaborations, and education, 
and by promoting the organization and its 
membership to federal and private fund-
ing agencies and foundations.  
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lege to serve the Society as a Member-at-
Large.  

 

 

Thomas S. Griffith, Ph.D.:  
Dr. Griffith obtained a B.A. in Biology 
from Illinois Wesleyan University, M.S. in 
Biological  Sciences  from  Illinois  State 
University, and Ph.D. from Washington 
University in St. Louis, MO.  He subse-
quently did postdoctoral training at Im-
munex Corporation (now Amgen Seattle) 
in Seattle, WA.  Dr. Griffith is currently 
the Anderson-Hebbeln Associate Profes-
sor  of Prostate Cancer Research in the 
Department of Urology at the University 
of Iowa.  In addition, Dr. Griffith serves as 
the Director  of Resident  Research  and 
Director of Urologic Research.  He is a 
member of the University of Iowa Holden 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, University 
of Iowa Prostate Cancer Research Group, 
the American Association for Cancer Re-
search, the American Association of Im-
munologists,  and the Society for  Basic 
Urologic Research (since 2001).  He has 
active basic science and translational re-
search  interests  supported  through  the 
National Institutes of Health (R01).  He 
has served as a reviewer for the NIH, DOD 
PCRP, AUAF, and Alliance for Cancer 
Gene Therapy.  Currently, Dr. Griffith is 
on  the editorial board for  the journals 
Immunotherapy and Journal of Biomedi-
cine and Biotechnology, and is an Associ-
ate Editor for the Journal of Immunology 
(2010-2012).  He was a recipient of an 
SBUR Young Investigator Award in 2004. 

Research Interests:   

The Griffith lab is focused on identifying 
methods of using apoptotic cell death in 
the treatment of cancer.  Since 1997, I 
have been investigating the function of the 
TNF family member, TNF-related apop-

tosis-inducing ligand (TRAIL), which is 
best known for its selective ability to in-
duce apoptotic death in tumor cells.  Con-
sequently,  there  has  been  considerable 
interest in develop TRAIL into an antitu-
mor therapeutic.  In 2000, we were the first 
to report on the development of a recom-
binant  adenoviral  vector  engineered  to 
encode the TRAIL cDNA (Ad5-TRAIL) 
for use in gene transfer therapy.  Subse-
quent studies have examined the in vitro 
and in vivo characteristics of Ad5-TRAIL 
alone or in combination with a variety of 
approved  and  experimental  drugs  de-
signed to enhance adenoviral infectivity, 
augment  transgene  expression,  and/or 
modulate susceptibility to TRAIL-induced 
apoptosis.  These studies lead to the ini-
tiation of a Phase I clinical trial in men 
with  locally-confined  prostate  cancer.  
More recently, we have been investigating 
the ability of Ad5-TRAIL-induced tumor 
cell death to stimulate systemic antitumor 
immunity using a mouse model of advance 
RCC (primary tumor in kidney that spon-
taneously metastasizes to lung). 

Vision Statement:  

My graduate and post-graduate training 
was in the fields of programmed cell death 
and general tumor immunology, so much 
of my initial exposure to urological re-
search came through the SBUR.  I greatly 
appreciate the opportunities provided to 
me by the SBUR during the early stages of 
my career as an independent scientist, as 
well as the many society members I have 
come to know over the years who have 
shared  their  professional  and scientific 
advice.  Consequently, I feel it is vital for 
the SBUR to continue to encourage and 
support new investigators to become ac-
tively engaged in urologic research.  The 
annual Spring and Fall SBUR meetings 
are a great place for young and established 
scientists to hear the latest advancements 
in all aspects of urologic research, and 
provide a forum for new ideas and col-
laborations to develop. Furthermore, the 
strong national and international reputa-
tion of the SBUR puts it and its members 
in the ideal position to work closely with 
the AUA/AUAF to continually develop 
new and  expand/improve existing  pro-
grams to advance the diverse areas of 
urological research.  I am excited by the 
opportunity to be a part of the SBUR Ex-

ecutive Council, and feel the “Member-at-
Large” position will provide me the op-
portunity  to  promote  the  fundamental 
tenets that led to the formation of the 
SBUR nearly 25 years ago.  

 

Beatrice Knudsen, M.D.:  
Dr. Knudsen has been a member of SBUR 
since 2007.   She received an M.D., Ph.D. 
degree  from  Cornell  University  Weill 
Medical college.  After a one year medical 
internship at the New York Hospital, Dr. 
Knudsen pursued post-doctoral training in 
Molecular Oncology in the laboratory of 
Dr. Hidesaburo Hanafusa at the Rockefel-
ler University.  She subsequently returned 
to Cornell for residency training in Anat-
omic Pathology and became board certi-
fied  while  establishing  her  laboratory 
research program in prostate cancer.  In 
2002, Dr. Knudsen was recruited to the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center 
in Seattle, where she currently holds an 
appointment as an Associate Member.  In 
addition, she has affiliate appointments an 
Associate Professor at the University of 
Washington’s Department  of Pathology 
and at the Prostate Cancer Center at the 
University of  British  Columbia.    Dr. 
Knudsen has served as a chairperson on 
DOD review panels for several years and 
is involved in a number of multidiscipli-
nary and multi-institutional studies.   
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towards developing new rationale thera-
pies to prevent and treat prostate cancer.  
Prostate stem cells are thought to be pre-
sent at a very low frequency, possess high 
self-renewal capacity, and proliferate in-
frequently to renew themselves and si-
multaneously generate progeny which go 
on to form the diverse cell types compris-
ing the prostatic epithelial compartment.  
It is along the path starting from a stem 
cell  to becoming a fully differentiated 
Androgen  Receptor-positive  luminal 
epithelial cell that genetic mutations and 
cellular transformation occurs.  This proc-
ess, however, is poorly understood and the 
precise mechanism(s) of prostate carcino-
genesis remains unknown.   Dr. Vander 
Griend’s research focuses on understand-
ing the normal function of the human 
prostate epithelial compartment as it re-
lates to (1) stem cell maintenance and 
turnover, (2) dependence upon androgen 
and the supporting stroma, and (3) mo-
lecular  events driving prostate carcino-
genesis.   

Vision Statement: 

Attendance at the SBUR conferences, 
both nationally and internationally, have 
been my most informative, focused, and 
collegial conferences.  At the SBUR 
meetings I have interacted with many of 
the leaders in prostate cancer research, 
and the interactive urologic scope of the 
meetings is highly educational.  As a 
member-at-large for the SBUR I would 
gladly help and actively participate in 
whatever was requested of me, and pro-
vide a young investigator’s perspective to 
the meeting and structure of the organiza-
tion.  

 

 

SBUR community.  To increase the suc-
cess of grant applications, I will try to 
solicit ”volunteer reviewers”, who are 
willing to read grants before submission.  
I will also help increase the feeling of 
community and sense of partnership 
within the SBUR during the annual meet-
ings.  Finally, I will encourage SBUR 
members to bring their whishes and con-
cerns to the SBUR leadership and work 
together with the SBUR community and 
leadership to increase the presence of the 
SBUR in national and international ven-
ues. 

 

 

Donald Vander Griend, Ph.D.: 
Dr. Vander Griend received his Ph.D. in 
Cancer Biology from the University of 
Chicago.  From there he conducted a post-
doctoral fellowship at the Brady Urologi-
cal Institute and the Department of Oncol-
ogy at Johns Hopkins University in the 
laboratory of Dr. John Isaacs.  His post-
doctoral work focused on prostate stem 
cells as they relate to normal  prostate 
function  and  androgen  signaling.   Dr. 
Vander Griend joined the faculty in 2009 
to continue his work on stem cells as they 
relate to carcinogenesis and differentia-
tion.   

Research Interests: 

Understanding the molecular events lead-
ing to prostate carcinogenesis is critical 

Research Interests:  

My research interest is in the area of pros-
tate cancer metastasis.  I utilize human 
tissues from prostate cancer patients to 
derive hypotheses of mechanisms of tumor 
metastasis.   After studying the hepatocyte 
growth factor/c-MET receptor  pathway, 
my laboratory is currently focusing on 
mechanisms of epithelial-to-mesenchymal 
transition in pre-metastatic prostate cancer 
cells, and on the reversion to an epithelial 
phenotype  (mesenchymal-to-epithelial 
transition) of micrometastatic cancer in the 
bone marrow and bone.  I also conduct 
centralized histopathologic slide reviews 
to support epidemiological studies and am 
involved in several biomarker projects in 
prostate cancer prevention, initiation and 
progression to lethal disease.  

I will be able to relate to many members of 
SBUR and will enjoy scientific and tech-
nical discussions in a variety of scientific 
areas, which include basic mechanisms of 
signal  transduction,  stromal-epithelial 
interactions and tumor microenvironment, 
androgen and estrogen stimulation and any 
kind of tissue-based imaging.  Based on 
my clinical training in Internal Medicine 
and Pathology, I understand issues related 
to patient management and able to trans-
late scientific concepts into the clinic.  

Vision Statement: 

SBUR has played important roles in fa-
cilitating basic and translational research 
in benign and malignant urological dis-
eases.   As a candidate for  Member at 
Large  at  SBUR,  I  will  promote  the 
SBUR’s efforts to advance research in 
urological  diseases  through  facilitating 
multidisciplinary  collaborations,  educa-
tional forums and communications with 
other organizations, in particular the AUA 
and the United States and Canadian Acad-
emy of Pathologists.   

I believe that the SBUR should provide 
help to young and mid-career investiga-
tors, who are establishing their research 
programs, by facilitating networking and 
by taking interest in their career develop-
ment.  In the competitive world of grant 
writing, investigators, who venture into 
new areas of research, should have an 
opportunity to present their research ideas 
during SBUR meetings and receive scien-
tific and technical feedback from the 
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Vinata Lokeshwar Ph.D.: Dr. Lokeshwar has been named by the Journal of Urology 
as a recipient of the Best Reviewer in 2009 Award for her dedicated service and timely 
reviews of manuscripts on Bladder Cancer.  The official announcement of this honor 

will be made during a reception to be hosted by Elsevier, the publisher of The Journal, on Monday, May 31, 
2010 at the AUA Annual Meeting.    
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Awards and Notable Mentions 

The SBUR Fall 2010 Meeting  
Atlanta, GA 

 

  Organizing Committee 
 
  Chair:  David M. Lubaroff, Ph.D. 
    

 
Members:  Ralph Buttyan, Ph.D. 
  Simon W. Hayward, Ph.D. 
  David J. Jarrard, M.D. 
  Susan Kasper, Ph.D. 
  Edmund C. Lattime, Ph.D. 
  Vinata Lokeshwar, Ph.D. 
  Jill A. Macoska, Ph.D.  
  Carrie Rinker-Schaeffer, Ph.D. 
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